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The Parks Foundation of Burlington seeks to 
inspire the spirit of stewardship and philanthropy 

for our community’s treasured parks and 
recreation assets for our residents and visitors.
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INTRODUCTION 

Arms Forest and Rock Point 
holds some of the most unique 
landscape features and flora in 

Burlington, and the world!

The Parks Foundation of Burlington supports the Burlington Parks, Recreation & 

Waterfront, the Department that maintains the City’s diverse recreational assets and 

provides excellent services that help sustain the high quality of life that makes our 

community such a special place. These assets, programs, and events attract tens of 

thousands of visitors and contribute to our economic base. Without the City’s parks, 

waterfront resources, bike path, events and recreational activities, Burlington would 

be a very different, and much less desirable, place to live and visit.

The Parks Foundation of Burlington is a separate entity, independent from the City 

of Burlington and the Burlington Parks, Waterfront & Recreation Department. The 

Foundation is a tax-exempt non-profit charity governed by its Board of Directors. 

Its purpose is to seek opportunities to enhance park assets and programs through 

specific initiatives. It is not designed to fill budgetary shortfalls in the Parks 

Department’s operating expenses that are the responsibility of the City.

The Foundation seeks stewardship and philanthropic opportunities for self-sustaining 

support, including in-kind contributions that will not impose a burden on the 

Burlington Parks, Recreation & Waterfront’s annual operating budget. It solicits 

private contributions and accepts planned gifts that support improvements to 

our city’s recreational resources. The Foundation also applies for grants for which 

government agencies are not eligible. As an entity separate from the City, the 

Foundation also invests and manages endowment funds. 

Inspiration for the establishment of a dedicated Parks Foundation comes from 

many municipalities and states across the country that are successfully increasing 

awareness of the importance of parks and recreational programming while at the 

same time attracting philanthropic support.
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It has been a productive and exciting year for the Parks Foundation. Not only has the Bike Path been fully rehabilitated from the 

Boathouse to the Winooski River bridge, two of the three new pause places at Leddy Park and the North Shore Overlook have been 

designed and construction will begin shortly. The Pause Place at Starr Farm will be designed next year.  $200,000 of Foundation 

dollars has gone into funding these beautiful improvements along the Path.

In addition, the UVM Medical Center’s Fitness Trail will continue up the path beyond the three existing stations in the Urban Reserve.  

A fourth station will now be added at Leddy Park making the Trail more complete and serving residents in the North End. Also, 

the Foundation is now serving as the fiscal agent for the Oakledge Playground Project and the new park at 311 North Avenue, two 

wonderful amenities along our treasured Burlington Greenway.

Most exciting have been the partnerships the Foundation created 

to form the Rock Point and Arms Forest Coalition. The Coalition 

includes the Lake Champlain Land Trust, the City of Burlington, 

and the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.  The Coalition’s goal is 

to permanently conserve, improve, and connect the park and 

recreation areas on both sides of the Greenway where it now 

bisects the Arms Forest to the east and the Rock Point Peninsula 

to the west. If we are successful in our fund raising, the residents 

of Burlington and all visitors will soon be able to experience 

180 acres of scenic vistas, beautiful old growth forests, unique 

geology, and rare plants on new trails connected to the 

Greenway. The Foundation hosted a major press conference this 

July to announce the project.  Work on the trails has already 

begun and should continue for the next two years.

The Parks Foundation helped the Coalition design and carry 

out the capital campaign and package together a budget with private donations, funds from the Burlington Conservation Board, 

the Vermont Housing Conservation Board, the Episcopal Diocese, the Lake Champlain Land Trust, and from the Burlington Parks, 

Recreation and Waterfront Department. The Foundation is grateful to all those who contributed to the private capital campaign 

and to the five major partners listed above who allocated substantial gifts from their budgets as we approach the Coalition’s goal of 

raising $916,000. Conserving this land and ensuring public access will be a legacy left for future generations to enjoy forever!

The Board of Directors of the Parks Foundation are very grateful for gifts it continues to receive from generous donors.  We 

are particularly appreciative of the support given to the Rock Point and Arms Forest Coalition. The strength of the Coalition’s 

partnerships created by the Foundation inspired individuals to give privately and for major institutions to join together in support of 

this initiative.

The Foundation looks forward to working with the Parks Recreation and Waterfront Department on other projects in the future.

For the Board of Directors,

THE PARKS FOUNDATION WITH PARTNERS CREATE
THE ROCK POINT AND ARMS FOREST COALITION

John Bossange 
Chair, Parks Foundation

The newly formed Rock Point & Arm Forest Coalition seeks to 
preserve 180 acres of beautiful natural area for public use.

Photo courtesy of LCLT
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Funds Raised with Pledges:  
 
Bike Path  $1,025,877
Lakeview Cemetery  12,711
City Hall Park  1,030,000
Senior Center  137,213
General Parks  2,992
Skate Park  40,130
Rock Point and Arms Forest Coalition 133,437
Oakledge For All Playground  57,450
Park and Paths at Cambrian Rise 775,000
Roosevelt Park Tennis Courts  10,000
Waterfront Park Receptacles  25,000
Miller Center Floor  5,190
Recreation Scholarship Fund  3,000
Battery Park Flagpole  14,555
Administrative*  6,045

GRAND TOTAL (PLEDGES & GIFTS): $3,278,600

Cash Received:  $2,092,012
Outstanding Pledges:  $1,186,579

* Each year the Board will set a percentage between ½ % and 2% to be taken from the 
annual receipts to cover administrative costs to the Foundation (Board Insurance, Legal, 
IT Software, Tax Preparation, Donor Events).

PARKS FOUNDATION FUNDING SUMMARY
(Cumulative from June 1, 2014 to December 1, 2018)

Aerial drawing of the Pause Place and 
stairs at North Shore.

UVM Medical Center Fitness Trail 
station at Leddy Park.

The approved City Hall Park plans.

Students join the seniors at Champlain 
Senior Center for lunch.

Scholarships improve access to our 
recreation programs and help increase 

the diversity.

July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 
Anticipated Expenditures

Board Approved FY 2019 Budget:
 
Park and Paths at Cambrian Rise $250,000
Two New Pause Places on Bike Path 200,000 
     (Leddy Park, North Shore Overlook)
Senior Center  23,000
Foundation Board Insurance 2,238
IT, Software  1,259
Legal & Tax Preparation 2,000
Fund Raising Events  2,000
Financial Review  4,000
Total:  $484,497

The financial statements of the Parks Foundation of Burlington for the year ended June 
30, 2018, were reviewed by the independent certified public accountant firm JMM 
Associates, Burlington, Vermont.  The complete reviewed financial statements and 
report as well as our most recent 990, are available upon request
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Hundreds of trees have been planted at the Cambrian Rise property to restore the area and prepare it for future park & trail work. 

Funds Raised
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE PARKS FOUNDATION OF BURLINGTON
(As of 12/1/18)

The Board gratefully acknowledges the following supporters:

-Individuals-

Jan and Harris Abbott
Clark and Lois Adams
Peter D. Alden Family 
in memory of Peter Alden
Judd & Mollie Allen
Steve Allen
Amanda Amend
Peter and Michele Asch
Bonnie Bacon
Scott and Kate Baldwin
Tracy Barnard
Michael Barsotti
Doris Bedinger
Marjorie Berger
Joyce Bergeron
Jean Bergeron
Theresa Bertram
John Besio
Louis Bilodeau
Gerard Bissonnette
Dorothy Black
Leslie Blount
Rick Blount
Scott Boardman
Anne Bosher
Benjamin Bosher, Jr. and Anne Bosher
John Bossange
Elisabeth Bossi
Janet and John Bossi
Arlene Bouchard
Denise Bouchard
Sally Bourdan
Amy Bove
Nathaniel Bowe
Francoise Brassard
Jesse and Megan Bridges
Donna Burnett
L. Diana Carlisle
Rosemary Pat Carman and Robert Carman
Judith Carpenter
Michael and Dana Cassidy
Mary Chaffee
Marie Chicoine
Christine Child
Carl Cloutier
Richard Colbourne

Irene Colvin
Francis and Susan Connors
Robert Cooper
Ryan Crehan 
Andrea Crook and James Crook, Jr.
Grace and Frank Cunningham
Wesley Daum, Jr.
Charles and Marna Davis
Jeffrey L. Davis
Kathleen H. Davis
Wayne Davis
Howard Dean
Peter Delaney
Karen Detterman
Patricia Doran
Joseph S. Drew
Shanta Eastman and Ian Bleakney
Christina Erickson and John Marius
Michelle M. Everleth
John and Jane Ewing
Dan and Amy Feeney
Steven Fischer
Nancy Fitch
Bernard Fitzgerald
Joseph and Catherine Frank
Bonita Garvey
Joseph Gaynor
Derek George
Bethany Gibbs
Frank Gibney
Danielle Gilbert-Richard and Jason Richard
Brooke and Chris Gillman
Owen John Glubiak
Stephen Gogel
Toby Goldsmith
Bill and Debra Gottesman
Denise Gregory
Joanne Grogan
Richard Grunert and Karlotta Isham
Charles Camron and Kristine Guthrie
Susan and Brian Haas
Cory Halliburton
Gabrielle Hammond
Laima Harmon
Elizabeth Hathaway
Richard Hawkins
Michael Healy and Debra Blumberg
Arthur Hessler

Elizabeth Heun 
Marilyn Lanou Hindes
Jonathan Hodgkin and Ann Laberge
Allison Hoffman
Michele Holton
Gerald Huetz
Karen Hurlburt
Jessica Hyman
David Jacobowitz
Jeff and Sally Feussner
Ian M. Jeffers
Bill Jokela
George Karson
Marina Katsnelson
William J. Keogh, Sr
Erin Kilpatrick
Rebecca and Andrew Kingston
Nancy Knox
Kate and Konrad Kruesi
Monica Lafayette
Ann Lanzet
Jared and Yvette Larrow
Thomas and Diane Leavitt 
Tom and Julia Lee
Gordon MacFarland 
Sarah Maher
Kate Marvin
William Mason
Gayle Massingham
Susan Maude
Kenneth and Ashley McAvey
Patricia McDonald
Maureen and Jim McFadden
Douglas H. McKain
Theodore McKnight
Robert McLoughlin
Glenn & Hollie McRae
Amy McVey
Eric and Elizabeth Miller
Priscilla Miller
Robert and Holly Miller
Douglas and Colleen Montgomery
Katharine Montstream 
James Moore
Thomas Morley
Susan and Fred Moses
Melinda Moulton
David and Frances Mount
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Jane Murphy
Sarah Muyskens and Michael Green
Cynthia Norman
William Northrup
Janet Nunziata
Paul and Carol Ode
Samuel P. Osborne
Amy Otten
Anne Paradiso
Tim Parsons and Anne Judson
Sylvia Patnaude
Jacob Perkinson and Catherine Maclachlan
Joe Perrotto
Kareen and Matthew Perry
David Peters
Antonio B. and Rita M. Pomerleau
David Porteous and Vicky Smith
Peter Potts
Mary Powell and Mark Brooks
Conni Pressman
John Quin
William Raap 
Bob and Cathy Rachlin
Robert Ramshaw
Carlene Raper
Louise Rashleigh
C. Roger Rees
David P. Reville
Bonnie Rivers
Thomas Roderick & Maxine Phillips
William Romond
Bruce Sarrazin
Ingeborg Schaefer
Mary Schafer
Michael and Linda Seaver
P. Jocelyn Secker-Walker
Judith Selfridge
Joan Shannon & Ken Grillo
Rick Sharp and Ruth Masters
Thomas Simon
Chapin Spencer and Rebecca Grannis
Rosalee Sprout
Lisa Steele
Walter Stein, Jr.
Robert and Christine Stiller
Nancy Strong
Arthur Stultz
Mary Sullivan and Don Meals 
Jesse Suter
Will Taylor 
Vincent Thibault
Scott Thomas
Ronald Tofani, Sr.
James Tomczak

Mati Toom
Maida Townsend
Anne Treadwell
Bruce and Lillian Venner
Erica Vermette
Philip Wagner
Martin and Donna Waldron
Robert Warrington
Eli Wayne
Daniel Weber
Christine and Stan Weinberger
Miro and Stacy Weinberger
James and Rita Weston
Carol Wheeler 
John Wheeler
Jane Whitmore
Elizabeth Whyte
Jeanne Winter
Stephanie/ Darren Young/Springer
Marguerite Zabriskie
Erica Vermette

-Organizations-

375 North Ave LLC
BC Community Housing, LLC
Bissonette Properties
Burton
B2 Computer Consultant
Center for Community Leadership
Champlain Senior Center
Coffee Enterprises
Council for Exceptional Children
Courtyard Burlington Harbor
David & Antionette Arms Trust
Dunkiel and Saunders Law Office

EML Consulting 
Fellowship of the Wheel 
Fletcher Allen Foundation
Friends of Lakeview Cemetery
High Meadows  Fund 
Hotel Vermont
IBM Employee Charitable  
  Contribution Campaign
JMM and Associates
Lake Champlain Transportation
Larkin Realty in memory  
  of John Larkin
Lintilhac Foundation
Local Motion
LZ Francis Foundation 
Main Street Landing Company
Main Street Property Services
McCormick, Fitzpatrick Kasper  
  & Burchard, P.C.
Merchants Bank
Northfield Savings Bank
Oakledge for All 
Peoples United
Pest Pro, Inc
Queen City Ghostwalk
Richard and Baker 
Run Vermont
Saint John’s Club
Securities Finance Trust Company
Seventh Generation, Inc.
The Converse Home
Twincraft Skincare
United Way of Northwest Vermont
University of Vermont Medical Center
Vermont Community Foundation
Westport Hospitality

Front row: Miro Weinberger-Mayor,  Gus Selig-VHCB,  
Cindi Wight-Parks Department. Back Row: John Bossange-Parks Foundation,  

Chris Boget-LCLT, Bishop Tom Ely-Episcopal Diocese of Vermont

Rock Point and Arms Forest Coalition Press Conference
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The wooded trails in the Rock Point east section of Arms Forest and connecting 
property are a true gem for Burlington and will be preserved by the Coalition.

Photo courtesy of LCLT

Preserving the Arms Forest – A Unique Urban Wilds
Adapted excerpts from Sean Beckett

The “Arms Grant” forest is a rare gem 

in the necklace of Burlington’s open 

landscapes. Located in the New North 

End, it is the city’s largest area of 

contiguous undeveloped lands. This 

old forest landscape rewards visitors 

with rare natural communities and 

brims with evidence of centuries of 

land use. Visitors will find an extensive 

trail network lined with unusual plants, 

glimpses of deer and fox, and old 

farm roads shaded by rich canopies of 

centurion oaks. A hidden quarry even 

connects us to a Burlington that was 

once the national center of marble 

manufacturing. 

A visitor to the Arms Forest may 

immediately notice a lush and 

diverse assemblage of wildflowers 

and vegetation uncommon in many 

Burlington forests. In the spring, 

before leaves emerge, explorers 

of the myriad ledges and outcrops 

throughout the park will enjoy 

wild ginger, red and white trillium, 

hepatica, meadow-rue, columbine, 

and other colorful wildflowers. Though 

exposed at this site, nutrient-rich 

limestone called dolostone underlies 

much of Burlington. This unusual 

geology enables uncommon plants 

that require abundant calcium. In fact, 

these outcrops in the Arms forest are 

home to some rare plants, like yellow 

lady-slipper orchids, found nowhere 

else in Burlington. 

A visitor may also note that the trees 

are uncommonly large for Burlington 

forests. The ledgy, thin-soiled nature 

of the property allowed the forests 

to escape some of the agricultural 

clearing pressure experienced in 

the area during the 19th and 20th 

centuries. Older pines and oaks on the 

property have been aged at 100-120 

years old. 

This large, interior forest, provides 

excellent habitat for wide-ranging 

large mammals like deer, fox, coyote, 

fisher, and raccoon.  Cavity-nesting 

birds like barred owls, screech-owls, 

and pileated woodpeckers live in the 

large, dead trees available in these 

old woods. In the spring, several small 

ephemeral pools bounded in the 

depressions of the shallow bedrock are 

perfect nurseries for forest amphibians 

like spotted salamanders.

Spotted salamanders (Ambystoma 
maculatum) require temporary 

wetlands - vernal pools - to breed 
each spring. 

Yellow lady-slipper (Cypripedium 
calceolus var. pubescens) 

Four red oak trees(Quercus rubra) 
sprouting from a single stump 

probably cut in the early 1900s. 
photo: B. Carlson

Four red oak trees(Quercus rubra) sprouting from a single 
stump probably cut in the early 1900s. photo: B. Carlson 


